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Objectives:

From the 19tk Century to the beginning of the 20th Century in Europe, the studies of the Hebrew
Bible and those of Homer underwent tremendous changes of interpretations respectively by
reaching the peak of textual analysis to doubt the unity of authorship and divide the literary
traditions into pieces for more coherent ideas. The present project, as inspired by U. Cassuto’s
insight into parallels in modern criticisms of Homer and the Bible, attempts to inquire the nature of
the relationships of the modern scientific mind and the traditions in the studies of the ancient texts,
i.e., to review the process of the collapse of traditional understandings in the areas of 1) Language,
2) Text, 3) Context, and redefine the achievements of the so-called “Wissenschaft” age in the light of
today’s discoveries and perspectives concerning the Bible and Homer.
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Achievement:

2008 fiscal year:

The inauguration meeting focused upon the significance of paralleling the scholarships of the Bible
and the works of Homer. Mr. Masaaki Kubo shared some new appreciation toward Jacobus Goyer's
Homeric studies and discussed the significance of his work to the history of textual criticism in
Homer. Mr. Yutaka Ikeda also shared his concerns about true universalism in biblical studies and
lectured on the importance of the viewpoint of nature [e.g. botany] for understanding of the biblical
text, claiming that the Bible was written in the same natural order under which we exist now. In
the summer workshop, Mr. Alexander Rofé gave a detailed and comprehensive paper about the

contributions of Umberto Cassuto to biblical studies, sharing his personal memories about him,
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while Mr. Jeffry Tigay presented the merit of empirical approach to the documentary hypothesis by
showing examples of the ancient marks of editorial attempts in the Gilgamesh epics. The two
papers will appear in the final reports. In the autumn gathering, Mr. Douglas Cairns who was
staying in Kyoto University as a guest gave a paper about changes in modern interpretations on the

images of King Agamemnon, discussing gaps between the images and the details of the text.

2009 fiscal year:

During the year of 2009, the project focused upon the reexamination of the achievements of the
modern scholarship in the fields of linguistic and textual from cultural perspectives. Prof. Malcolm
Davies gave a lecture focusing on the characteristics of the studies of classical literature in England
which tend to show keen interest in literary aspects as compared to those of Germany which
developed source and textual criticisms. Prof. Takamitsu Muraoka read a paper on the importance
of medieval Hebrew grammarians in light of the recent studies of the Hebrew language with a claim
that medieval grammarians knew features which modern researchers consider as discoveries. Prof.
Bob Fowler lectured upon the history and development of historical criticism of Homeric epics and
shared with us a view that textual criticism and theories of the formations of Homeric texts are in a
reciprocal relationship in which the claims of the “original” text and the preservation of the
traditional text are often irreconcilable. In addition, other papers were given to report on the
changes of perceptions in the Seventeenth century regarding the studies of grammar such as
“Universal Grammar” or Spinoza’s Hebrew grammar, or to explain the Stoic views on Language

from ancient sources and offer glimpses on the creative relationships of philosophy and philology.

2010 fiscal year:

During the year of 2010, as the final year, the project dedicated the two meetings (Aug.6-7, Nov.
26-27 ) for discussing the gaps of theories and actual practice in the interpretation of the Bible /
Homer. By these two meetings, the project collectively endeavored to theorize on the differences of
approaches through the sessions of the interpretation on the common texts (Genesis 1-3 and 22 and
several texts of Homer), and considered a potential of scholarships on the Bible/ Homer beyond the
ordinary scopes by exchanging opinions on the tensions of diachronic and synchronic approaches
regarding the form of text or grammatical consensus or the literary assumption for exegesis and
hermeneutics and by transforming the knowledge of specific interpretive difficulties into a new
form of concern in field of pedagogy on logical interpretation or methodological thinking. The
meeting of October 1-2 in which Prof. Joyce Reynolds gave papers was focused on the impacts of
inscriptions upon the interpretations of the ancient texts. She illustrated through the studies of
Latin inscriptions the significance of how the interpretive activities were influenced by the material
forms of information vice versa how the material form of inscription (i.e., the design and order of the
letters) was affected by the human mind which always demands significance in form and material.
Prof. Reynolds also shared her recollections of her scholarly life in the mini-symposium for the
significance of classic scholars on today’s world,. As a discussant, Prof. Sakurai Mariko gave an
overview of the beginning of Japanese scholarship on the Latin classics which was then less
appreciated than those of Greek. The both scholars helped to clarify the subjective and objective
sides of interpretive concerns and issues. Also, Prof. Satoshi Urano, Prof. Akiko Shio, and others
respectively contributed to the understanding of the issues raised by Prof. Reynolds as well as to

deepening the significance of classical studies through his and her comments and discussions.
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Whole Achievement:
The three years of the Project have reviewed the theories and interpretations of the Bible and

Homer in the modern age in order to examine the critical ground of scholarships on the Bible and
Homer, in particular, asking the validity of logic in arguments of particular meanings of the ancient
texts by the methods of generalization. Not like natural science such as physics or mathematics, the
history of interpretation of the Bible as well as Homer ultimately demands a logic which justifies
the co-existence of different meanings in text; that is due to the nature of scripts as the code of
commemoration and communication which is different from that of numbers as the code for
counting. The 19tk century wissenschaft of the Bible and Homer which attempts to attain the level
of certainty as much as in natural science, after all, results in the present diversity of interpretive
approaches which are basically split between the quest for the uniqueness of each text beyond the
historical reading and the pursuit for the historicity of the ancient texts at expense of long-life
traditions which gave shapes and forms to the texts and the languages of the Bible and Homer. The
science in a whole sense must be aware of the logical crevasse of “numbers” and “scripts” as the

means of thinking and feeling.



WFFE R R s E o AR : 2012 4 3 H T &

Y | REIPTR



I B = ST 22 I
Moe7 vy =7 b TR &l BARIR - S0 FRE & FAE
2008 4EFEE 1 [RIMFIE S 7 v 7T A

BEfE A 20084 5 H 23 H (&) 14 :00~17: 30
5H24H () 9:30~12:30

PSP - EESEOETE X7 —1 (1F)

o R A FE OBR ERSEEITERZE RIS R A SR B
YT - RBIFTER I OAE BIFTER

I

HfEE - (13 AN)
rFeiRRE FH R BB S s RN B = W il s WA N e G e S B A S 5 6 s
SN FEE ©Z = ACHEE R PR TPt SCEARge R
(10 A\) wE o i B RPN B A e R e 2
R 1125 I PR TP S H R
FiE & SR T SEULBE LT v ¥ —B#
NH  &AE RIRK PR PP SRR Hdz

Gzt S sl EBRIE BORF B T — « YA = A5 BB
(N REANK 2 S i E 2

Ry HT TR L BT R A R IR TR T il %

JENT JELSE USR5 SO E B R

Wi ERR NG NS TN R ey B S W b 63

Pl ARE [ e S A FE AT R T i

%% . ;(]:(’\__73\__
ar AT R UNCEY 7 A A LR

(5" APALE" =)
(1 A)



A=A
5 1 23 H (&)
14:00 #%Es (B —1)
TV Tr—av
15:00~17: 30 #HMENT 4 AB v g v
SRREFRMLE - AR B AR LR
HE (Y37 R« KA x)L (1651-1689) D% #h#aT |

5H24 8 ()
9:30 Mg (BI—1)
HEM T A Ay g
RERHTEOLE - MLH PR RTFAEHE, PR 2 — iR E
R TN L EE L B
11:30~12: 30 HT&EIEN

BLATE R (ABHATT)
AR IE# (a7 2« R4z (1651-1689) OB 75T
EV/N



I B = ST 22 I
Moe7 vy =7 b TR &l BARIR - S0 FRE & FAE
2008 4L 2 [RIMf9E S 7 v 7T A

BHfE H A : 20084 8 H 5 H (k) 14 : 30~17: 30
8A6H (K) 10 : 00~17 : 30
8ATH (k) 10 : 00~17 : 30

PAfES I - EER STt 2 - —1 (1F)

o2 R A TR OBR EESEEITEEZEE RIS PR A 7R A%
HEPR - BP0 AE BIFTR

Il

HEE (19 AD BAEA 2 A)
EfEE ** FE OBR SN 2 o S = D P SN Y NE & T S P R 6 b

ZIEGEE ** Ll R JEHEE R R e SR e R B
(16 \) N SE R P RPN SR B A TER e
M EER) N AT 6
Ohig & Al SRS FEUEEBEI LY o & =B
*ONH RIE RBRRZER B SCA TR R Bif
e H IR R R R R

N REACR 2 S i e
PR BT FRAR LB ST R R A PR (T o S D A%
LR T BRKFICFEER « RSB NI E R BR BT e R 2d%
** LW ERS PR R EEBEN SR B AT TR 2
SV PNIUTNE N ST &SI Ik
Il ARE [ = S AT FE AT R T
R i [FSAE R R B 2 FE R KB 2R

W K RS W e NS S 2 e PN S
R i o N [FS AR R FBEAh 2 SR R B 2R
AA ST SV NS S e 2 M RPN S 4

Ry —

FEETE U Alexander Rofé
(5" AMAE" =h-) Professor Emeritus of Hebrew University
(2 AN) Jeffrey H. Tigay
A. M .Ellis Professor of Hebrew and Semitic Languages and Literatures
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
University of Pennsylvania



A Workshop on
“Authorships and Textual Adaptations: the Juggling of Spoken Words and Written Letters in
the Studies of the Bible and the Homer”
August, 5-7, 2008 at IIAS

8/5(Tue)

Orientation Meeting :PM2:30-5:00 (tentatively): Moderator: Yamada, Shigeo:

1. Introduction to the Project and the Workshop (30min.):by Teshima, Isaiah,

2. Self-Introduction Talk on Academic background and interest: by Prof. Tigay, Jeffrey
(30min-40min): that includes autobiographical information on his teachers, the
development of his own academic interests, and reflections on now and then in the
academic state of biblical studies.

3. “Self-Introduction Talk on Academic background and interest”: by Prof. Rofé, Alexander
(30min-40min): the same

4. Q&A (English/Japanese) on the Schedule:
The Reception dinner at IIAS beginning at 5:00PM and at 7:00PM moving to the Hotel by
bus.

8/6(Wed.)

Session1:AM10:00-PM12:00: Moderator: Annzai, Makoto

1. Takeuchi, Yu (30min): “Hebrew Bible as Literature: Robert Alter's Case”:
Comment: Shinmen,Mitsugu (10min.)

2. Uchida, Tsugunobu(30min): ” Ancient Homeric Criticism and Heracleitos' Homeric

Allegories”™
Comment: Ysumura, Noriko(10min.)

General Discussions(English/Japanese)
Lunch/Rest PM12:00 and/or Excursion (Japanese Garden) and/or Tea break

Session 2:PM2:30-5:30(latest6:00): Moderator: Ikeda, Jun

1. Rofé, Alexander: “Umberto Cassuto and the Higher Criticism” (90min and more)

Comment: Teshima, Isaiah (total:20min)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)



8/7 (Thr.)
Session 3: AM10:00-PM12:00: Moderator: Uchida, Tsugunobu

1. Nishimura, Yoshiko (30min):”"Milman Parry's Legacy”
Comment: Takeuchi, Yu(10min)

2. Annzai, Makoto (30min): " I7ias, 2.528-30, to be deleted
Comment: Ito, Gengo(10min.)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)
Lunch/Rest and Teabreak:PM12:00-2:00

Session 4: PM2:00-5:30(latest6:00): Moderator: Ikeda, Yutaka

1. Yamada, Shigeo: “Mesopotamian Royal Genealogical Lists and the Narrative Expansion of
the Bible: A Reflection on the Assyrian King List Tradition” (30min)

2. Tigay, Jeffrey: “The Documentary Hypothesis and Ancient Near East Discoveries” (90min)
Comment: Ikeda, Jun (20min)

General Discussions (English/Japanese)

Closing remarks: Rofé, Alexander, Tigay, Jeffrey, and Ikeda,Yutaka (Each 10min)
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