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Objectives:

The rapid and tremendous advancements in contemporary life sciences and technology surely
brings us unprecedented welfare and happiness on human being and its life. Human genomic
research and individualized medicine, human embryo and stem cell research and regenerative
medicine, cloning technology, as well as organ transplantation are some of these examples. However,
they give us also fundamental questions to be reexamined on human life and human value; “What
is the human being?”, “What is the human life?”, “What is the value of human being and its life?”
This situation in which we are today represents a deep instability of the value to be a human being,
and therefore an uncertainty of social norms concerning human being and human life.

This research project intends to analyze in a constructive and interdisciplinary way the
normative framework for an adequate development of life sciences and technology with the
understanding and the support of the society, and to propose a set of just and appropriate social
norms acceptable for both the scientific and medical community and the human society.
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Achievement:
2006~2008 fiscal year:

During the academic year 2006, one research meeting was held, in order to let the members of the
research team recognize the framework and the objectives of the Project. In the same meeting,
Prof. IDA, Project Leader, explained the outline of the Project, and gave a presentation on “Setting
up of the ethical norms corresponding to the development of life sciences : case of human genomic
and genetic research and regenerative medicine”.

Prof. Ida presented the development in these two cutting edge fields of life sciences and analyzed
the ethical discussion and its outcome as well as the guidelines so far established or on the way of
setting in Japan. He also pointed out the issues involved, such as possible changes of the meaning
and the value of human life as well as the relationship between science and society in the context of
human genetic research in this post-sequence era of the human therapeutic cloning research. Prof.
Morisaki, member of the International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO, presented a paper
“UNESCO Universal Declaration of Bioethics and Human Rights”, so as to explain the drafting
process and the discussion therein as well as the brief survey of the norms involved in this
declaration. He also suggested the issues to be considered or clarified in the follow-up stage. These
two presentations were followed by lively discussion.

During the academic year 2007, the project team had not regularly held research meeting, but
discussed mainly two issues among members of the group either individually or through internet.
These are the governance of biobank, mainly discussed by Prof. Ida, Kato and Dr. Masui, and
possible social norms concerning the new development in the human therapeutic cloning
regulations or new achievements of induced pluripotential stem cell in the framework of
regenerative medicine, mainly discussed by Profs Morisaki, Ida, Kato. Discussions and exchange of
views have been done together with asking opinions of other people outside of this research group.
It was recognized through these discussions the accountability of the scientists and the need of the
public discussion on these matters.

For the Year 2008, research has been done individually without holding any meeting. However, at

the end of the academic year, on March 22nd, a joint international symposium was held in



cooperation with JSPS Grant in Aid, Scientific Research (B) headed by Prof. Ida, also leader of the
current research project. The subject of this project was discussed with the participation of foreign

scholars.
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