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Objectives:

There is no doubt that the dynamics of globalization have significant effects on the cultural
interaction, the values systems and the social behavior of individual citizens. This research project
is aimed at examining the forces of globalization and their impact as far as modern civil societies
are concerned. The concept of civil society is not confined to the third sector non-profit and
non-government organizations, but it is reflective of the more encompassing socioeconomic and
political life of individuals and groupings. The proper assessment of the multi-faceted features of
globalization and its socio-economic and socio-political effects is arguably beyond the reach of
analytical approaches based exclusively on either as economics, social technological or political
science. There is indeed, no general consensus on the definition of the phenomenon even within the
fast-growing Western-centered literature, nor is there an unequivocal methodology to for the
examination of its impact.

Thus, this project constitutes an initial attempt to explore important questions raised by
globalization by integrating distinct but complementary research perspectives. It is essential for

this multi-disciplinary approach to focus beyond the descriptive analysis and provide a critical
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assessment of trends and cycles. The plan of this research is designed to pursue a better
understanding and clarity of conceptual issues such as whether the so-called system of Global
Standard exists, and whether globalization as a process is conducive to a faster convergence toward
a single universal standard. The focus is also made on the evaluation of whether the globalization
forces driving civil societies, given their inherent benefits and risks, are shaping the socioeconomic
and political life toward desirable outcomes.
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Achievement:

2006 fiscal year:

The first project seminar was held on 17tk and 19th of November 2006. There were two presentations
by Nishina and Maghrebi, both of which focused on the essential properties of globalization as well
as the methodological issues to investigate them. Vivid discussion throughout the seminar would
help the speakers to develop the research.

2007 fiscal year:
Those presentations contributed a lot to the goal of our project by exploring the essential features of
globalization through the fields of each disciplines, namely the theory of corporate finance, political

science and business law.

2008 fiscal year:

The first seminar of 2008 was held on 12 and 13 of December. Tekenori Inoki presented his on going
study “Globalization and University” which was in the editing process of his new book.

Kaoru Sugihara showed various aspects of “Asia and Africa Trades in Globalization” extracted from
his current research supported by his institution as well as government.

The second seminar was held on 13 and 14 of February 2009. Kazuhiko Nishina presented the
results explored in “Financial Crisis and Globalization” He emphasized that a number of issues
concerning with financial crisis are misguided and distorted by referring to Globalization. Nabil
Maghrebi showed the works of 14 century Islamic scholar Ibun Khardun, which explained the

positive relationship between globalization and economic development.

2009 fiscal year:
In the final year of the project, we have made a thorough review of the accumulated information,

and have discussed on the assertions as well as analyses of members.
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We had two presentations, “The financial crisis of Iceland” by Prof. Tanigawa and
“Globalization and urban cities” by Prof. Ogawa. Both of them mentioned the current issues in
relation with globalization in each research fields. In particular, the financial crisis which occurred
during the process of our project have been frequently referred as a problem closely associated with
globalization. We have concluded that the conjecture that the crisis was solely caused by
globalization is logically incorrect, and that it misses the point even if we take factors other than
economic activities into consideration.

Concerning with the crisis, Nishina showed in 2008 presentation that the market mechanism
which is the base of capitalism is not free from the intrinsic risk of inviting shock and panic. What is
important is whether globalization amplifies that risk or not. This is still an open question.

The second objective is to make a consensus on the methods to publish the final report of project by
integrating the accumulated knowledge and analyses. It is a hard work to make a positive proposal
by assembling diversified contents, however we think the accumulated results would contribute it.
It is at least certain that we have shown the essential features of appropriate approach for the
investigation of desired globalization, after clarifying the drawbacks in various notions as well as
explanations concerned with globalization. Examining the adequateness of the methodology more
at the seminar in March, we have got a consensus concerning with the basic notion underlying the
individual paper. It is that the civil society should live with the progress of globalization not

passively but positively. Globalization develops by the will of human kind in the civil society.
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Whole Achievement:
The objective of the project is to explore such issues as what problems the globalization brings to

the civil society, and what are the adequate policies to answer them. We have accumulated
important and interesting messages from fourteen presentations in four years. Recognizing the fact
that the research of this field have been far behind from those of Europe and the United States, we
expect the products of project will be helpful for future studies.

It is evident that Japan developed with globalization after the opening of Meiji era, and it has
been one of the countries which gained the greatest benefit from globalization. It is a puzzle why we
have had few researches on globalization, and it makes us to expect that significant research will
emerge in near future. Because it is widely accepted that globalization would continue with the
development of human beings, this project which aims to contribute to the basic research on
globalization would be highly evaluated.

Since this theme requires collaboration and discussion of researchers of various disciplines, we
put a priority in pursuing general message which would be qualified in cross disciplinary fields
rather than in acquiring high scores in a single field. For example, we propose that globalization
has not been given to the society from somewhere outside the world, but it has evolved with the
development of civil society, therefore if any problem occurs in the society, it is hardly true that it
has been solely caused by globalization. This is a very important message for the methodology of
research concerning with globalization. It suggests that we should refrain from warning the peril
and confusion brought about by globalization only to the civil society when we observe new and
unknown phenomena. It should be reminded that globalization has evolved with the development of
civil society which is the product of human beings.

We find a typical example of this failure in the discussion about the current financial crisis. It is
well known that there has been quite a few instances that a market responds excessively to a shock
given from outside, regardless of the development of globalization.

Similarly, the form of democracy varies according to the history as well as culture of each country.
Globalization may have an influence on the speed and extent to which the form changes, it would
never be the essential cause overwhelmingly. It is also incorrect to insist that globalization brings
confusion in religion and culture because globalization is the same as Americanization.

But, we do not deny the possibility that globalization forces civil society to have diversified new life
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without experience. We agree a large probability that globalization amplifies the speed and extent
of change in not only economic activities such as labor and production but in politics and culture.
Throughout the project, it should be stressed that we clarified the necessity of collaboration in
various disciplines to explore the theme successfully. Finally we quote the sentence related to
globalization by an economist. “The pro-market, pro-globalization approach is the worst economic
policy, except for all the other that have been tried.” We clearly notice that this has the origin in the
famous speech of Winston Churchill. That is to say, globalization is the fundamental structure of

civil society similarly as the democracy is the essential system of human beings.
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