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Objectives:

This project follows the previous project ‘One World and Conditions of its Formation’. It is
intended to 1) research the formation of an open and pluralistic world growing out of the
euro-centric and monistically closed Weltanschauung and 2) try to create a new vision and a new

methodology based mainly on historical efforts of the 18th century.
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Achievement:
In all five seminars, lectures were given by all members and guest speakers. Each lecture brought
us a new perspective on the theme ‘Pluralistic Weltanschauung’ and has already contributed

exceedingly to our research.
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Whole Achievement:

This project was an attempt to research the possible coexistence of a pluralistic

‘Weltanschauung’ during the 18th century. In each of the seminars during the last 3 years, there
have been creative presentations on the subject of coexistence among several representative world
religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), Chinese, Indian and European philosophy, Japanese
and German culture, and on the pluralistic perspective found in French literatures of the 18th
century. Presentations of guest speakers invited to participate in the seminars contributed to the
development of our theme. Without a doubt, as result of this project, many new research projects
have been inaugurated. It is also worthy of special mention that in accordance with our original
idea of fostering an ‘open world’ and in order to encourage the next generation of young scholars,
students who were not regular participants in the project were nevertheless invited to take part in

the seminars as observers.
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